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In Memoriam 
 
Prof. dr. IUSTINIAN PETRESCU 
1941–2008 
 
A teacher, a researcher of excellence, a distinctive personality 
 
We have recently 
lost, prematurely, one 
of the great 
personalities of the Cluj 
Geology School. It is 
still hard to believe that 
Professor Petrescu is 
not among us anymore. 
He was an example of 
restless action and 
initiative. 
From the beginning 
of his teaching career, 
Professor Petrescu was 
proving a great 
potential. The elder 
professors referred to 
him with admiration 
and, sometimes, with a touch of envy. And this was not 
without good reason: he received his PhD title before many 
of his elder colleagues in a field that was not traditional in 
Cluj - paleobotany. This was a field of research that he 
subsequently developed via remarkable studies of 
paleodendrology and palynology. The outstanding results he 
achieved in these topics led to wide recognition on both 
national and international scales.  
However, he did not restrict his activities to high-quality 
sciences; as a genuine teacher, through his followers, he 
created a school especially focusing on palynology. He was 
always active and interested in new perspectives, 
preoccupied by the fate of the institution, which he had 
served. It is difficult to imagine Cluj geology after the ’80s 
in the absence of Professor Petrescu … In those times, when 
the trend was to cancel the institutional geology teaching in 
Cluj and to preserve it only in Bucharest, Professor Petrescu 
focused his energy on saving the destiny of the school. In 
large part due to his personal efforts, a successful outcome 
was achieved. In the same period, when some members of 
the staff figured that they were unique in the landscape of 
geological teaching in Cluj and when opening new positions 
in the department seemed to be phantasmagoric, Professor 
Petrescu, with his unique vision on the future, founded the 
Geological Research Group that gathered the most 
remarkable geology graduates of those years. This group of 
geology graduates would later be transformed into the core 
of the new teaching staff beginning in 1990. 
Once again, at the beginning of the new millennium, 
Professor Petrescu was the one who could sense the pulse of 
the future. He had the idea, he acted, he fought for, and he 
finally managed to establish the Faculty for Environmental 
Science, which he headed in its first years of existence, 
giving the impulse for its future evolution. At a moment 
when we were expecting new initiatives, new achievements 
and new remarkable scientific results, his trajectory was 
ceased by a force that could neither be defeated by wish, 
perseverance, nor will. We all hoped, until the last moment, 
that he would be the winner, and that we could benefit from 
his active presence for many years to come. Unfortunately, 
this did not happen. His disappearance is an infinite loss for 
the geology of Cluj and of Romania, for society in general – 
of which an active member he always was, and for his 
family that represented to Professor Petrescu a priority in the 
same measure as his profession. We will preserve him in our 
memory as the exquisite professor and researcher, the active 
and innovative person, the special man that many times has 
offered a helpful hand to so many others. We will always 
regret that his fate was unfair and took him too early from 
among us, and we could not witness and benefit from his 
resourceful creativity for many coming years to come. 
 
Ioan I. BUCUR 
 
It is not difficult to remember Professor Petrescu how he 
was about 25-30 years ago. He was a mature and dynamic 
dark-haired man, focused on using each moment for 
improving his teaching activity, for searching for a scientific 
paper in the library, for adding more lines to a book or for 
making advances in his research. In the classroom, he used 
to animate his students through his passionate lectures on 
the geological stages experienced by our planet Earth, the 
theoretical concepts being complemented with 
interpretations or genuine descriptions and observations 
resulting from his own experience. During the short breaks 
between classes, his clear and convincing voice could be 
heard along the halls of the faculty, engaged in friendly 
discussions with his colleagues. It can be assumed that the 
greatest satisfaction resulted from his scientific research 
work – he used to spend countless hours looking into the 
microscope at pollen grains carefully separated from drill 
core samples or from bulk samples in the field. 
– Look, this is a walnut looking much better than in the 
books! A pine, a fir, an exotic oak ... this is how with a 
restless enthusiasm he reconstructed, based on the minute 
pollen grains, the forests that millions or tens of millions of 
years ago were moving with the winds of the present day 
areas of Oltenia, Sălaj, Jiului Valley, etc. 
His overwhelming enthusiasm has generated massive 
interest in this scientific topic by his students, each of them 
hoping to feel the joy of understanding the mysteries of lost 
geological worlds. Besides the generous and unconditioned 
initiative that has characterised Professor Petrescu, this was 
the basis for the foundation of a geological school. More 
than that, this construction was oriented not only to his own 
scientific field of interest, but towards any of the directions 
of study that were in need at the department in Cluj and that 
could contribute to its consolidation. His activity has 
overlapped with very tense historical moments, when the 
existence of a school of geology in Cluj was questioned. 
Due to Professor Petrescu’s determination and supported by 
a few other colleagues, this school has survived and it is still 
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active, being a continuous source of high-quality science 
and experts. The Geological Research Group that was 
founded by Professor Petrescu in the ’80s has represented an 
ingenious and efficient solution for the foreseeable human 
resource crisis in the Geology Department. Some of the 
members of this research group currently form the core of 
the present-day teaching staff. 
Professor Petrescu had genuine wisdom and diplomatic 
abilities that helped him solve current issues and elegantly 
anticipate potential conflicts – smaller or bigger –that could 
have represented a threat for the community’s cohesion. 
These attributes were extensively used during his office as a 
Dean, first of the Faculty of Biology, Geography and 
Geology, and later of the Faculty of Environmental Science. 
The scientific activity of Professor Petrescu represents an 
inspiration for the younger researchers, in spite of the more 
evolved analytical facilities that were not available 30 or 40 
years ago. His more than 150 research papers have been 
published in well-known national and international 
specialized journals. He published more than 20 books, 
some of them being new contributions for the Romanian 
science. It is worth mentioning the books Plante fosile 
(Fossil plants), Palinologie (Palynology), Geologia 
zăcămintelor de cărbuni (Geology of the coal ore deposits), 
Macro şi microflora oligocenă de la Corneşti-Aghireş 
(Oligocene macro and microflora from Corneşti-Aghireş), 
the latter being written in collaboration with academician 
Răzvan Givulescu, another famous researcher of the fossil 
flora who also passed away not long ago. At the same time, 
Professor Petrescu was interested in promoting geology to a 
wider audience; he published several volumes addressed to 
the general public, such as: Algeria – drumuri şi popasuri 
(Algeria – roads and sojourns), Coloşi printre vieţuitoarele 
străvechi (Giants among the extinct animals), Pământul – o 
biografie geologică (Planet Earth – a geological 
biography). 
 Unfortunately, Professor Petrescu departed us much too 
early, at an age when he could still work on his numerous 
unfinished projects. Although he eventually lost a two-year 
battle with an illness that claimed his life, he remained an 
optimist and never stopped planning the future, as if each 
day would be endless, as if our lives would be infinite. Let 
us keep his memory alive, let us respectfully continue his 
work and thus take carry forward the ideals he believed in 
his entire life. 
Călin BACIU 
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Dr. VIRGIL GHIURC 
1927–2008 
 
 
 For all the current members of the Department of 
Geology at “Babe-Bolyai” University, the recent demise of 
Prof. Dr. Virgil Ghiurc was a fact hard to accept; he was, 
until his last days, such a vivid and tonic daily presence, 
even at 81 years of age. It was his professional passion with 
no of any financial benefit or acknowledgement that kept 
him young at heart, and scientifically productive. 
 Virgil Ghiurc was born on September 9th, 1927 at 
Colirea, Maramure County and started his studies in Careii 
Mari (Satu Mare County). After the Vienna Diktat (1940) 
Virgil continued his high school studies in Lugoj, Banat 
region. In 1944, his entire family moved to Cluj, where in 
1947 Virgil Ghiurc registered as a student of the Law 
Faculty. Due to financial difficulties, he decided to leave the 
university and find a job; he worked as an accountant at the 
state-owned farm from Srsu (Maramure County). When 
his elder brother Nicolae graduated the university in 1950, 
Virgil registered as a student at the Faculty of Geology-
Geography of the “Babe-Bolyai“ University. After 
graduation, on September 1
st
 1954, Virgil Ghiurc started to 
work as Head of Laboratory within the Chair of 
Paleontology. In 1957, he was promoted to University 
Assistant, with the main teaching duty on the subject 
Geology of Romania, a discipline for which Virgil Ghiurc 
delivered the practical sessions for 18 years. In 1967, Virgil 
Ghiurc won the contest for the position of Lecturer, and in 
1970 he obtained the PhD title in Geology at the University 
of Bucharest, with the thesis “Geology of the Baia Mare 
Neogene Basin” under the co-ordination of Prof. Dr. 
Miltiade Filipescu. Virgil Ghiurc retired in 1989 upon 
reaching the mandatory retirement age, still as Lecturer. 
After his retirement, he continued his activity as a non-paid 
Consulting Professor at the same chair, a status which was 
valid till his last days of life. In 1999, Dr. Ghiurc received 
the title of “Honorary Professor” during a ceremony 
organized by the Senate of the “Babe-Bolyai” University, 
in recognition for his scientific and teaching contribution to 
the prestige of the university. 
 During his 35 years of teaching activity, Dr. Ghiurc 
prepared and delivered 8 courses, the most important of 
which were Introduction to Geology, Geology of Romania, 
and Marine Geology. Besides the laboratory sessions for 
these topics, he had been teaching practical classes for many 
other disciplines. As a researcher, Prof. Dr. V. Ghiurc 
focused mainly on regional stratigraphical, paleontological 
and mineralogical studies in Romania, paleontological study 
of Tertiary bryozoans, and prospecting and evaluation of 
Romanian gemmological resources. He has elaborated 248 
papers (published or left as manuscripts), newspaper articles 
and research reports. But Prof. Ghiurc was also a promoter 
of his passionate scientific quest among the general public: 
he was the initiator and founding member (in 1991) of the 
Association of Amateur Mineralogists, Paleontologists and 
Gemmologists of Romania (A.M.P.G.A.R.). 
 In our reading, the whole life and work of Prof. V. 
Ghiurc followed the destiny of an “explorer”, perhaps at 
times when the appreciation for such spirits had been lost. 
He was questing around the country, with an open eye and 
mind on any new, peculiar and rare thing he came across. 
His fabulous memory was a living archive of all the places, 
things, and people he met. He had a sense of detail, as also 
shown by his “cuneiform”– like (no quotation marks) 
writing, in the last years replaced by the products of his 
obstinate fight with the facilities offered by the computer. 
He was generous with his knowledge, but only after his 
collaborators had passed the “exam” (no quotation marks) of 
honesty and the test of good intentions in the service of 
science. This was probably due to a hard life, during times 
lacking the sense of rightness and truth. A family man – as 
proven by his continuous support for his own family, 
children and grandchildren, and by his caring for the 
families of his close collaborators, for whom he always had 
good things to say. This was always followed by his 
question, “What are you working on now?” as an impulse 
for further involvement and commitment into continuous 
exploration of the unknown, according to his whole-life 
model. 
 If nothing else, the legacy Prof. Dr. Virgil Ghiurc left 
behind after a life of passionate research would be the light 
shed on many geological issues that would have remained 
unknown unless his restless spirit would have brought them 
to the awareness of his followers. 
 
Dana POP & Marcel BENEA
 
